


Asa 








Lounger’s Mifcellany. 








— —- ToT st ee OTE 


NUM BER. Xnt 


SATURDAY, Janvary 17, 1789. 





TAVING devoted the foregoing Paper'te am examination of 

M the teal ‘and dramatic character of’ Mark’ “Antony, I fhall’ 
now endeavour to thew, that’ the other dramatis perfone reprefent 
tous ‘an hiftory ‘of thofe‘grear comnaictions as complete, faithful, 
and aceutate, as can be extracted from the’ annals of’any ‘+hiftory. 
Shakefpeare feems to have’ obtained?'from ‘Plutarch, and that-only 
through the médium of tranflation, #'thorough knowledge of the 
mind§-and matiners’of thofe great perfens whom’ ho has’ broughe 
forward; fuch' were the vat powers of his mind? And with 
judgement no lefs difcerninig, He has’ eonveyed “his kriowledge in 
fuch a manner, as to have given “every edmmion’ {peCtater as accus 
fate an idea of each charaéter, a8 ff the biography of each were 
fabmitted to his’ particular attention.” In this play is contained all 


that ‘great and interefting feties’ of events; which ‘took ‘place from 


the beginning of ‘the confpiracy agdintt Julius Cefar, tothe iffue of 


the battle at Philippi; petHaps ithe moft important period that 
the political hiftory of the world can furnith: and’ our, Bard has 
{carcely omitted any one’circumftance’ that could ‘give Jife and 
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{pirit to his piece; nor has he admitted any one of confequence 
in which he 1s not warranted by the records of anitiquity. It 
might, indeed, afford fome fatisfation in patting through this play, 
to point out thofe particular inftances of, the author’s minute 


attention to, hiftory.: foo Sith | lit ispiivemarkable asl well as to 
note om trivial deviations from that ftandard of truth, tnich: 


cannot tend to diminith the value of a on, which can be 
increafed by no Sogamendagions, , nor leffened by any cenfures. 

The tumaltuous rejoicings of the Romih citizens who appeared 
defirous of conferring higher honours upon Cefar than the confti- 


ete 


tution of their commonwealth ‘permitted, 4 well checked’ by the 


interference of the Tribunes in the ¢ opening ‘of this play ; and the 


fubftance of the whole fcene is exattly conformable to the truth of 
hiftory. Concerning the character of Caffius, the Poet has left 
is im a ftate.of uncertainty; as,to. the, motives by, which, be yw 
iiiftigated tooform a cotifpiracy: againtt- Julius Ceefar. {:oINor iis El 
bubelieve, »attys-where exaGly ;afcertained in thiftory,,. Plutarch 
{éems: to :be. lin: doubt, whether, shis, conduct arofe, fram, private 
pique, oryprivate enmity, or agenetalcabhorrence of tyrants, and a 
zéabfor the. public . good; His},artful mode, of roufing the fpirit. of 
Brutus is well, preferved,,and faithfolly, delineated... Nor, has he 
omitted’ the| circum/ftance, of, Jetters being thrown. into,the windows 
of Brutus, Cicero is frequently mentioned) by Plutarch upon this 
occafion, only to,inform,us, that he had .no-concern, in, the. con- 
fpiracys: «Accordingly, .we find, Shakefpeare: has kept, him in, the 
back-groutid, when he muft have undoubtedly had. great tempta- 
tio, to, bring, him,, forward, as the conttant opponent, of, Antony, 
andthe greatfouree of.Roman, eloquence... “Herein; he has facri- 
ficed! ‘at. leaft fomething, which might | have been, ornamental to 
truth... This great. chamber | is prefented indeed to us; but with 
fuch ferppulous.referye,.,that. we cannot, help lamenting, that he 
is:not nore} engaged in the, bufinefs ofthe drama. ; The.ficknefs of 
: Ligarius 
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‘Ligarius is mentioned, and forms another proof of the ftridtnefs 
‘with Which the Poet obferves the troth of hiftory. ‘Perhaps it 
‘might have given his audience a clearer and more juft idea of this 
«character, if he could have contrived to inform-them, that this Caius 


Ligarius is the fame who owed his life to the oratory of Cicero, and 
the clemency of Czefar, Our Poet has not; forgotten to inform us, 


that the time which intervened between the forming and executing 
_ the plan of the.confpiracy, -was {pent by Brutus in unquiet nights, 
s¢ mufing and fighing with bis arms acrofi 5” that the confpirators 
difdained to bind each other by an oath ;-that prodigies and appa- 
-fitions diftinguithed the ‘night before their deed was perpetrated ; 
that Brutus’s wife Porcia made trial of -her own conftancy, by 
voluiitarily infliting a wdund upon herfelf; and that fhe then 
réinonftrated: with her hufband upon ‘his -withhdlding from, her 
thofe fecrets to which; as: his wife,: the was etttitled ‘to -be privy. 
‘And all this inférniation isrconveyed to Us jn.a manner fo fally, 
faithfully, and: beautifully, that we know not. which moft to 
adthire, the ‘accuracy ‘of the hiftorian,-or the fublimity. of the 
Poet.. The circumftances of the confpiracy, and the, order and 
arrangement in which the ‘feveral perfons concerned in it aét their 
différent parts in that great tragedy, are equally to be noticed for 
their. truth and. beauty. Decius Brutus over-rules the objections 
of Cafar to vifit the Capitol on that fatal day, after he had pro- 
mifed his. wife Calphurnia that 


- t+ Mark Antony fhould fay, he was not well 
t¢ And, for ber buthour, ‘be would flay at bome.” 


Upon appearance, however, of a third perfon, he affumes again 
his own dignity, and recollecting himfelf, cries — | 
6 Shall Crefar fend a lie !. : 
Have Tin conqueft fretch’d mine arm fo far, 
“6 Tobe afraid to tell grey-beards the truth? 


. & Decins,go tell them, Gafar will nct come.” 
N 2 | The 
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The dialogue which follows between Czefar and Decius is natural 
-and neceflary to further the bufinefs of the play; but # doubt 
-whether it can.be met with in any authentic record. The truth 
‘is, that Ceefar did goto the Capitol ; and, according to Plutarch, 
-reallypretended he was fick, in order-to -fhorten ‘his attendance there. 
Shakefpeare’s: variation is fo trifling as to .be {carcely avorthy of 
notice.” Plutarch’s account is not more exact than our Bard’s ef 
svhat follows.- Cafaris’perfuaded:to go to the Capitol ( He likes 
- not.that fpare Caffius”)>~in his way ‘thither, Artemidorus _pre- 
fents his “information againft the con{pitators, in the: form of ,a 
petition:-te -him. © Popilius Lena, treading: upon. the toe of 
Brutus, ‘gives -{ufficient -preof: that ‘he is acquainted. with. their 





defigns$ and then, ‘as if -difcovering them, he whifpers in the ear 

-of Ceefar,,to the great difmay of .Brutus.and. Caffius; from which, 

however,they are foon relieved by: the. looks.of the Emperor, who 

{miles and pafles: on. <T'rebonius draws. Mark Antony. afide,..and 
*Metellus ‘Cimber prefers his fuit to Czefar, in/behalf-of his banithed 
brother.. In-this,- Brutus and. -Caflius jom ;.but to no purpofe. 
--Cafca ‘then, by: a: fignal agreed upon, gives the firft wound, 
which is ‘followed by: the: efolute and’ unanimous affiftance of 

“the whole tribe of confpirators;..to rid the world of: a tyrant. 
“The .equel -of - this ftory: is not- lefs exact than. the. part 
‘which has‘-gone ‘before. That~ mildnefs of character, » which 
is generally found the companion. of real fpirit and: firmnefs, 

is highly manifeft .in. Brutus, _ and indeed eventually be- 

comes the fource.of his unfortunate end. .Jn..the. confultation 

.of the. copfpirators, he “had before objected to the motion of the 
wary Caffius, who propofed that Antony fhould fall tegether -with 
Cefar; in which inftance, the generofity of his temper got the 

better of his prudence. “Another inftance-of-this generous difpofi- 

“tion occurs, inthis granting permiffion to-Antony to fpeak in the 
order of Czefar’s funeral; which. requeft:of Antony’s, Caffius, 
_ with his ufual caution and penetration,. objected. to: but finding 
' his 
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his objection too weak to overturn Brutus’s notions of juflice, he, 
concludes his ineffectual remonftrance : 
““ Tknow-not what may fall; I like it not.” 
The: varying’ commotions of the:people,. and the effect wrought 
upon! them’ by the fpeeches of ‘the different orators, are fuch as 
every one acknowledges. to be juftly’ reprefented ; but at the fame, 
tite fuck as ho’ man could paint, who was not moft intimately 
acquamnted with-the interefts,‘actions, and -paflions of every order; 
of mankind, “The conféquerices of prefétving Antony’s life, and: 
permitting him to addrefs the péople'over the dead body. of Czfar,. 
are fuch’ as Caffius fééms to have foretold in‘ the confultation of the 
éonfpirators, and at the death of Cafar': 
“* T think, * fays he, it is not mete? © 
'& Mark Antony, fo willbélovd of Cafar, 
‘ee’ Should outlive Cafar'? ‘ape fhall find of him. ° 
Kd ce A Sorewd contriver’; and}-yow know, “bis means, 
‘at! Tf he improve them, imay well freteh fo far, 
a 6 AS} to annoy us dll; dwhich to ‘prevent, 
VON ‘Antony and Cafar fall tether.” 


And upon the other occafion, he warns his friend Brutus in the fame 
fpirit of prophecy : 


¢ Brutus, a word with yotzmn... 
»§$ You, know, not what you das. ae not af conf 
“‘ That Antony Jpeak in his. funeral: | 
“* Know you how much the people may be mov'd — 
“© By that which he will utter ?” 


To all this'is added, ‘a circumftantial and interefting, hidtery of the 
war againft Brutus and Caffius, which Antony feems to Have 
undertaken, for the fole purpofe of {mothering that {park of liberty 
which had juft appeared to theRoman people ; and alfo that he 
might erect to himfelf a throne of abfolute power upon the down- 
fall 6f;thofe.en¢emies to tyranny. , When, we-coniider, that the 
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otily tiatetial’ from which-durt Poet compofed: this excellent piece, 
were the Lives ef Plutarch, itis matter of great, wonder, that 
every incident fhould-have: been fo exadtly imtrodaced: im its-proper 
place’; and’ that the" fliades, df charadgter, which-mark the difcremt 
perfons of the drama, ‘fhould: have been more ftrongly, and more 
diftinctly preferved than even by’ Platarch. himéelf., ioe : ; 

Thatthis great biographer is oecafiorially deficient in. {pirit. is m, 
perhaps, to be wondered at, if we confider.the length, and magui- 
tude, and tédioufnefs of the work he undertook. I fhall_ note one 
inftance inv his lifé of Antony, which appears, to me remarka- 
bi¢ for the laffitude I am, here fpeaking of. He informs us, that 
in the profcription, Antony gave up. the brother of his mother, 
that he might demand the facrifice of Cicero feebly. obferving, 
that this was ** wpaype’ xa evajjo palaepov reoes epovs’ "tt a deed in 
** itfelf bloody and cruel,” The attentive examiner of Plutarch 
will now and. them fidd an inaccuracy in, his dates, and fometimes 
a confufion of the: Roman with Grecian money, But his, Lives, 
and various moral treaties, give him a right, perhaps above all - 
other authors, to be called an elegant, Writer, a good Biographer, 
and a virtuous Man. 
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